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Alvin ISD is committed to providing a quality education for every       

student in our district. To accomplish this objective, we understand 

that we must develop and maintain partnerships with parents,        

caregivers, patrons, and community members. We believe that 

through this united community effort, our students will achieve       

success and become productive citizens.  

This year, Alvin ISD became a partner of the National Network for   

Partnerships Schools at the John Hopkins University. As a member of 

the NNPS network, Alvin ISD will start using their research on parental 

involvement, family engagement, and community partnerships, as well 

as their Action Team approach, to increase family engagement that will 

positively impact our students’ learning and development.  

On September 17 of this year, Alvin ISD brought a consultant from the 

NNPS/John Hopkins University to train the Action Teams of seven     

elementary schools and two middle schools. All these schools joined 

the NNPS’s network and started writing their annual plan for family 

and community involvement. We can’t wait to see the great results         

reflected on our students’ academic success.  

ALVIN ISD IS COMMITTED TO REACHING RESULTS 

FOR OUR STUDENTS’ ACADEMIC SUCCESS THROUGH 

MEANINGFUL PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 

Brenda Thomas from NNPS trained Action Teams from  Alvin Elementary, 

Alvin Primary, Stevenson, Longfellow, Hood Case, Don Jeter, Savannah Lakes, 

Alvin Junior High and Fairview Junior High.  
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Alvin ISD  Families Make it Happen 

Involved grandparents present at  Duke Elementary 

 

400+ parents attended MHS Math Night 

Moving and Grooving with Moms at Don Jeter 

Engaged Families Developing Strong Children 

“With frequent interactions among schools, families, and communities, more students will   

receive common messages from various people about the importance of school, of working 

hard, of thinking creatively, of helping one another, and of staying in school” ( School, Family, and 

Community Partnerships, 2009).  

In Alvin ISD our families’ active engagement is making a big difference  for every student. Our 

district goal is to continue offering opportunities for our parents and community to be in-

volved in our schools.  

Watch DOG father helping at Alvin Elementary 

Involved grandparents make it happen at 

Duke Elementary  



VOLUME  1 ALVIN FAMILY CONNECTION Issue 3 

 

 

Jeff Harrington has a full time, demanding job 

as a supervisor of KBR at DuPont.  However, 

this doesn’t prevent him from being involved 

in the Watch D.O.G.S (Dads of Great Students) 

program at  E.C. Mason  Elementary where his 

9 year-old son attends 4th grade. The pro-

gram brings fathers, stepfathers, grandfa-

thers, and other father figures into schools as 

full-day volunteers.  

Mr. Harrington became involved with the 

Watch D.O.G.S program when his now 24 year

-old son, who is currently in the US Navy,   

attended E.C. Mason. Having two sons        

currently enrolled in  Alvin ISD schools, one at 

Fairview Junior High and the other one at E.C. 

Mason Elementary,  Mr. Harrington continues 

to take personal days out of his busy work schedule to volunteer in this program at least three times a year.  

“I do this because I want the kids to understand that there are dads or father figures out there,  that are willing to 

bond and talk to them in their safe school environment,” explained Mr. Harrington. His day as a Watch D.O.G.S.     

volunteer starts with his son “lifting up like a rocket” because he knows that his dad will be at his school all day. His 

first job in the  morning is to greet sleepy kids in the car rider line as they arrive to school. The rest of the day, he   

follows a schedule that includes helping teachers, doing lunch duty, helping at recess, and of course spending time 

with his son’s class.  

“Uncle Jeff” as many EC Mason students call him, also helps twice a week with the 

Mighty Milers Club.“ On Tuesdays and Thursdays, I drive one hour from work to 

help with the Mighty Milers and make sure that nobody gets hurt and that every 

kid in the club is exercising,” he added.   

Mr. Harrington encourages other father figures to try the program. “If you don’t 

understand what the program is about, try it one time. Once you walk into a  

classroom and see those little faces light up, you will feel like a real  SUPER HERO.” 

For this Alvin ISD parent, Watch D.O.G.S is the best way to witness from the front 

row how his child spends his day at school.                           

By: Ana Pasarella                                                                                                                                  

Alvin ISD Parent Involvement Coordinator.  

ALVIN ISD  

DADS OF GREAT STUDENTS 
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Manvel Fire Department  teaching Don Jeter students 

about fire safety 

Greater Pearland Area Chapter of  The Links, INC made possible  for  

NRJH students  to meet NASA astronaut  Stephanie Wilson 

 

Texans J..J. Watt stopped by NRJH 

for Tuesday Night  Football. Thank  

you JJ Watt for being a role model 

for our students.  

Community  Partnerships activities can 

definitely enhance the education of our 

children . At Alvin ISD, we are very lucky to 

count on the support of our local          

community members and organizations 

to positively impact student achievement 

and enrich school experiences. We deeply 

value these partnerships for the wealth of 

resources and assets that they bring to 

our classrooms.   Houston Rockets’ Clutch visits Passmore Elementary to teach the 

students how to build a great future.  
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Teaching children to accept      

responsibility for their actions is 

one of the highest goals of disci-

pline. Here are three steps that 

work:   

1. Give children real responsi-

bilities 

2. Encourage them to do the 

right thing.  

3. Require them to accept the 

consequences of their actions. 

 

Giving children responsibilities  

at home is one of the best ways to 

teach responsibility. Here are 

some ways to do it: 

 Let children help select their 

responsibilities. Talk about jobs 

that need to be done. Then ask 

your child to volunteer for some 

of them. That key step—asking, 

rather than telling—can make the 

difference. 

 Assign chores that will help 

your children develop skills in all areas of life. Chores should help them develop skills in 

personal care, clothing care, house cleaning, cooking and money management. 

 Show your children how to do the chore correctly. Be sure they know your expecta-

tions. 

 Don’t expect more from a child than he/she is capable of doing. Ask yourself: Is my 

child ready—emotionally, physically and mentally—to perform this task? 

 Don’t assign it if you won’t enforce it. Even though it will be your child’s                      

responsibility to do the job, your job will be to monitor your child’s performance and praise 

or encourage as appropriate. 

 

Perhaps you could do the job better. But that won’t help your children learn. Point out what 

your children do right—and demonstrate again if needed. But, don’t re-do the job. Let them 

experience the consequences of doing it right—or wrong. 

Taken from The Parent Institute web content available in the Alvin ISD website.  
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The Latino Literacy project  program is the family 

reading program that has been implemented 

this fall in Alvin ISD schools. Over 50 parents 

across the District attended The Latino Literacy 

Program offered at Savannah Lakes Elementary, 

Stevenson Primary, Alvin Primary, Alvin Elemen-

tary, Walt Disney, and Don Jeter Elementary. This 

program uses books that are appropriate for 

reading levels grades 1-4 – depending on the  

literacy levels of the student. It teaches parents 

the importance of establishing a family reading 

routine with their children, how to share the 

book and it helps both parents and school age 

children learn English vocabulary, verbs, gram-

mar, and conversation. It teaches parents the 

skills they need to share literature and to be in-

volved in the education process with their chil-

dren.  

Mrs. Vicky Villarreal launching the program at Stevenson Primary  

Ms. Zavala and Ms. Vargas facilitating  the    

program to parents in Alvin Primary 

Parents decided to learn reading strategies from       

Mrs. Solis and Mr. Gomez at                                                        

Savannah Lakes  Elementary 
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Spring 2015 registration has now begun.  

October 29-January 13, 2015. Visit www.alvincollege.edu  to 
view the schedule. Dual Credit students should meet with 
their ACC Dual Credit Advisor to register for any spring   
classes.  

 

Ms. Kennon Henry-Alvin HS ACC Dual Credit Advisor 
khenry@alvincollege.edu 281-245-2726. 

Ms. Monica Sivlas-Manvel HS ACC Dual Credit Advisor  

msilvas@alvincollege.edu 281-245-2928. 

 
 

@alvindualcredit  

 

Help Your Teen Strive  

    for Perfect Attendance 
 

Research shows that the single most 

important factor contributing to      

student achievement is school               

attendance. 

A student who is absent from 

school may be able to copy missed 

notes. However, other important as-

pects of the lessons are lost forever. 

Absent students miss out on         

discussion, raised questions,  explana-

tions and much more. Students fall 

behind and sometimes never recover. 

To support good school attendance: 

 Talk with your teen about the im-

portance of attending school regu-

larly. 

 Avoid scheduling family trips or 

doctor appointments during school 

hours. 

 Make sure your student eats 

healthy foods and gets enough 

sleep and exercise. 

 Don't accept excuses for 

why your teen "must" miss or be 

late for school. 

 Discuss what happened at 

school each day. 

 Support school rules and 

consequences for skipping class 

and being tardy. 

 Provide incentives for im-

proving school attendance and 

promptness.                                                           
 

From the Parent Institute Web Content for Alvin 

ISD 

http://www.alvinisd.net/parents 

The Road to Graduation 

http://www.alvincollege.edu
mailto:khenry@alvincollege.edu
mailto:msilvas@alvincollege.edu
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FEATURED 

VOLUNTEER: 

Melissa  Igo,  
Mark Twain Elementary 

In this issue we are featuring extraordinary 

Mark Twain Parent volunteer, Melissa Igo. 

Mrs. Igo  is the mother of four Alvin ISD    

students. Two of her children attend Alvin 

High School and the other two attend Mark 

Twain Elementary. She also has a 3 year-old 

son at home.  

At the High School, Mrs. Igo has volunteered 

by helping  with track meets and  any other events where assistance has been needed. She understands that her 

high school children are in the process of building their independence and that in this process they need their own 

space. However, she continues to be an involved parent by talking with them about their assignments and asking 

them purposeful questions. “Every time I can, I ask them what is going on with their classes and I talk to them 

about their relationships with their friends and their teachers. I set high standards and communicate them clearly 

so that my children know what I expect from them,” she explained. 

At Mark Twain, this mother of five is very involved with the PTO. Last year she was involved with the Membership 

Committee and this year she is involved with the Hospitality Committee. She volunteers to help with fundraisers 

and school events.  “I love to help teachers by cutting things, laminating, and making projects, to allow them to 

spend more time teaching the students,” Mrs. Igo added.  

This fall, Mrs. Igo went the extra mile by facilitating one of the three “Parenting Partners” sessions offered at Mark 

Twain. “Facilitating this workshop was a treat for me. I loved doing it because I learned a lot and at the same time, 

I was able to encourage other parents to be more active and positive with their children,” she remarked  

When Mark Twain needs help, Mrs. Igo is ready to jump in to volunteer. She realizes that she is fortunate to have 

the ability to stay at home, which allows her to be at her children’s  schools more than other moms and dads that 

work forty plus hours every week. However, Mrs. Igo emphasizes that there are lots of ways to be involved in the 

education process of our children without being in their schools everyday.  “Ask questions, help with homework, 

check assignments, communicate with your child’s teacher, and set high standards,” were some of her recommen-

dations.  

This busy mother volunteers an average of two hours a week at Mark Twain . Mrs. Igo ended by saying “It is not a 

huge commitment, but I feel that I make a great impact on the children and teachers that I help.”   

By: Ana Pasarella 

Alvin ISD Parent Involvement Coordinator 
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This fall, more than 40 parents across the District took advantage of the Parenting Partners workshops  

offered at Savannah Lakes Elementary, Stevenson Primary, Longfellow Elementary, Alvin Elementary,  

Passmore Elementary and Mark Twain Elementary. These workshops combine parenting and leader-

ship skills that empower parents as vital contributors to their children’s academic success. This pro-

gram promotes parent engagement by building positive parenting skills, showing parents how to       

successfully partner with the school and by creating a sustainable team of positive parent leaders.  

The counselor at Passmore Elementary, Mrs. Deana Remington, with the group of parents that           

graduated this fall from Parenting Partners.  

EC Mason Counselor,   Mrs. Kylberg 

with the Parenting Partners           

Graduates.  

Mark Twain Parent, Melissa Igo,  facilitating the 

Parenting Partners program with  fellow parents.  
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What gets parents off track from discipline? Getting pulled into the trap of arguing! Our 
children know that, as in football, the best defense is a good offense. They go on the 
offensive to get us off track with the goal of avoiding the tasks they need to do. 

Parents also need a good offense to get ahead of the game. This tool gets that game 
plan started. The good news is that, while powerful, these tools are simple and can be 
mastered quickly.  

When you're giving instructions, it's natural to explain yourself. However,         

offering explanations derails the flow of instructions.  

 

The Problem with                               
Indirect Instructions 

How many times have you started to correct 
your child for failing to follow your instructions, 
and then you realized that your child did not 
really understand the instructions? 

Here's an example. Have any of you ever had 
this problem?  

You have a room full of children, and 
you say, “Okay, everybody, it's time 
to clean up!”  

What happens?  

No one moves.   

Why?  

Everyone assumes you are not talking to him 
or her, since you have not been specific about 
whom you are addressing and what you ex-
pect. This will be true for most young children, 
teenagers, and even adults. It is simply human 
nature.  

The Five Points of Clear Instructions 

Motivating our children to follow our instructions 
begins with giving clear expectations through direct 
communication. Our recommended strategy is to 
cover these five points: 

1. Who : Say your child's name so there is no 
confusion about whom you are addressing: 
“Leticia”  or “Jose”. 

2. What: Instructions should be specific and de-
tailed. Start with action words, such as 

“Start” & “Take”.  

 Take your books from your backpack. 

 Start your reading time.  

 Make notes while you are studying 

3. When: Tell your child when you want something 
done.  

 Now!   

 Before you watch TV.  

4. Where 

Be specific about where you want them to be and 
where you expect them to put things. 

 Put your backpack by the door. 

 Study at the table. 

5. How Often 

This is another helpful detail that makes expecta-
tions clear.  

 Every day for 15 minutes 

 Just this once 
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THELMA LEY ANDERSON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 13, 10am-12pm  

$5 professional photos with Santa 
 

 


